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Mayor Burch to Install Officers  
at Civic this Month, Jan. 27 

A Look Back at 2008  
    As Civic begins it�s 47th year we would like to pause and 
reflect on what occurred during the past year.  Civic provided a 
number (3) of candidates forums in order to help the electorate 

become better 
informed voters.      
  At the July fo-
rum Civic had 
over 300 people 
attend this meet-
ing.  Subsequent 
forums were held 
in September and 
October which 
were both infor-

mative and well attended.  Former council member Alex LePera 
served as the guest moderator for all three forums.    
   During the year Civic featured a number of guest speakers at 
our general meetings including elected officials; Clerk of Courts 
Charlie Green, Council members; Dolores Bertolini, Pete 
Brandt and Bill Deile.  Civic would like to continue to feature 
our elected officials on a regular basis.   
   On the issue of unsightly/unkempt abandoned home sites in 
May we invited Code Compliance Manager Frank Cassidy to 
discuss the issue and the financial implications for all of us as 
taxpayers. With six months still remaining in the fiscal year we 
were informed that cost for grass cutting at homes in the fore-
closure process was approximately $110,000.    
   Civic is also pleased to have brought several of the home-
owner associations together in what we labeled �The Gather-
ing.�  There was a subsequent meeting with the presidents of 
the organizations at the library.  It�s obvious that there is a need 
for the neighborhood associations to come together and it�s also 
obvious that Civic needs to be involved in this process since 
many of us are homeowners but we don�t necessarily live in an 
area represented by a neighborhood association.       

    On November 25,  Civic members elected the new officers 
and trustees for 2009-2010.  They include: 
President -Treva Devers,  Vice President - Tony Farina, 
Secretary - Kathy Burgess, Treasurer- Rillie Hickey.    
Trustees: Walter Fluegel, Jane Longo,  Frank Perry,  
Ricky Pistone, Nick Tomacelli and Art Vitale.   
Ex Officio-Ralph LePera. 
   The new Civic board will be sworn in by Mayor Jim Burch 

at our General Meeting this month.  Mayor 
Burch will also be Civic�s keynote speaker 
for the meeting. We�re sure Jim will have 
plenty to speak about seeing that he is attend-
ing the US Conference of Mayors in Wash-
ington, DC during the inauguration of Presi-
dent Obama.   

Incoming President�s Address 
   Happy New Year to each of you and I hope your holidays 
were as happy and safe as my own!  It was a wonderful time 
spent with friends and family and a respite from all of the cur-
rent economic woes.  The holidays, once again, remind us 
what is truly important in our lives and help us to put things in 
perspective for the coming year. 
   I would like to thank the nominating committee for asking 
me to run and all of you for placing your faith and trust in my 
ability to lead this organization.  The Cape Coral Civic Asso-
ciation has a long and proud history and I promise you to do 
my utmost to ensure it continues through my term as your 
President.  I would also like to thank all those members that 
continue to serve year after year on the Civic Association 
Board of Directors.  It is this effort and dedication that pro-
vides Civic with the continuity required to serve its members.  
In particular, I would like to thank the following:  Rillie 
Hickey for 15 years of service, Ralph LePera for 10 years of 
service and Arte Vitale for 10 years of service.  In addition, 
welcome to our newest Board members, Kathy Burgess and 
Walter Fluegel. 
    I am looking forward to working with the Board over the 
next two (2) years and feel certain we will be able to maintain 
if not improve, the organization with which we have been en-
trusted.  There will be many challenges during these economic 
times, not only in the City of Cape Coral, but in the County as 
well.  Our next Board of Directors meeting will be my first as 
your President and we will be discussing where we need to go 
and how we are going to go about getting there.  I welcome 
input from each of you; we represent you and need to know 
your thoughts and wishes.  Stand by for more information at 
the February meeting. ���..Continued, see Incoming 

2009 Civic Dues Are Due Now 
    It�s that time of year again folks and Civic membership dues 
are due.  In November the members voted to increase the dues 

to $20. per year/family to keep pace with ex-
penses.  Please show your support for your 
Civic Association. 
    Dues may be paid at the general meeting 
or mailed to the return address on the mail-
ing page of this Chatline.  Please make 
out your CCCA check today.   
We value your membership!     
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Jan. 09 Outgoing President�s message  
Dear Members and Friends,    
  Let me begin by saying that I hope everyone 
had a Happy and Safe Holiday Season  For me 
this is sort of like dØjà vu all over again since it 

was two years ago in Jan. 07 that I wrote my outgoing mes-
sage to you after having served as your president since Jan. 
05.  My current 13+ month hitch began when then President 
Leelo Bush resigned and as Vice President I again assumed 
the President's role. 
    All things considered I would say this past year has been a 
pretty good year and I want to thank the board members who 
stepped up to the plate and took active roles in the operation 
and well being of the Association.  Think of it, this year will 
mark the  47th anniversary of Civic.  That could only be ac-
complished with two things, membership and the boards of 
directors who have been dedicated to the ideals of the continu-
ance of this Civic Association. 
    As I said to you previously, it has been an honor and privi-
lege for me to have served as your president and I thank 
you for your trust and support.  It is my fondest wish that 
you all will show the same trust and support to your incom-
ing president and board.  My second fondest wish is that 
more of you will get directly involved in the continued 
growth of Civic because it�s the right thing to do for our 
city.  As I am writing, I am thinking back to a time when 
Lou Rainero was president.  He used to remark about peo-
ple who would often say to him things that need to be done.  
It went like this;  �Lou you know what you need to do...�  
The point being, don�t always ask or leave it up to someone 
else to do the things that need to be done. 
  On a sad note, as I look back over the past year Civic has 
regrettably lost a couple of good members in the passing of 
Bill Fekety and Irv Heineman.  In November, Lee County 
lost J. Brian Griffin.  Brian was no stranger to civic having 
other things started the Council of Civic Associations along 
with his wife Kathy.  These are good people to remember 
and keep in our thoughts.      
  I also want to pass along get well wishes to Ricky Pis-
tone�s father. Regrettably, Ricky resigned from the board 
(temporarily we hope) to help with his dad�s recovery.      
  See you at the meeting! 
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	��, President, on behalf of the BOD 
   "The Association is for the betterment of Cape Coral." 

   Politics in Paradise 
A look at bureaucrats and elected officials  

   After being a political football over many months of delibera-
tion last year the issue of the Police Headquarters Building 
was finally settled.  Civic is pleased that the location is  

within the City Centrum as 
opposed to the McGarvey 
Building located on Pine 
Island Road.  The construc-
tion is on-going and is ex-
pected to be completed on 
time in June 2009.              

Police Headquarters Building  

It�s Back Again  
    Since April of last year there have been three attempts at 
changing restrictions to the tree ordinance 103-06 that limits 

trees planted on the power line side of the street 
to a height of 20�.  
   Grill introduced Ordinance 88-08 last April 
asking for Royal Palms.  It was defeated.  Then 
Feichthaler brought forward Ordinance 119-08 
which was substantially worse than 88-08 in 

that it allows for any and all trees to be planted any-
where!   It failed, but Feichthaler at his final meeting asked 
for reconsideration which also failed.   
    Now Council member Donnell has brought forward an 
identical ordinance 140-08 to Feichthaler�s ordinance.  Pub-
lic hearing will be on Jan. 26.     
    What is it about trees and power lines that council mem-
bers don�t understand.  Quite simply they do not co-exist!  
Civic has opposed the changes to Ord. 103-06 since they 
can not hold the individual property owner financially re-
sponsible for tree trimming by the power company.  As a 
result, we all pay these cost through our electric bills.  

    I stand ready to work with the Cape Coral City Council and 
staff, as well as the Lee County Commissioners and look for-
ward to many win/win situations during that working relation-
ship.  Additionally, I would like to thank in advance those of 
you who attended the installation for taking the time out of 
your busy schedule to do so.  I realize how precious your time 
is when you are serving in an elected capacity. 
   I  am available anytime a member needs to talk, has ideas or 
suggestions.  I can be contacted via e-mail � 
Tmdevers@comcast.net, via home telephone:  945-4658 or 
via cell telephone:  699-7122. 

Incoming, from Treva Devers 

Gloria Tate Appointed to Council  
  Having previously served 8 1/2 years on council from Nov. 

1996 to April 2005 Gloria Tate was appointed 
in Dec. for the remainder of the Dist. 1 term.   
Dist. 1 was vacated when Jim Burch was ap-
pointed Mayor.  This term will expire in No-
vember 2009 as will the Mayor�s seat.    
   Interestingly it was Tim Day who nomi-

nated Tate after declaring (during the mayor�s selection) that 
he would not support anyone who ran and lost in a previous 
election.  During the mayoral selection Day was adversarial 
toward Arnold Kempe citing his loss to Feichthaler, but not 
so with Gloria who also ran for mayor in April 2005.   
   With Tate�s selection we wonder if the off again on again 
off again UEP in SW6/7 will now be on again?        

Wrong tree, wrong place  



Cape Coral to get $7M in Federal Housing Fund money AKA Neighborhood Stabilization Program  

In the Cape Coral Breeze editorial on Jan. 17, we 
read;   “Cape Coral set a dubious record in 2008:  
We were No. 1 in the nation for the rate of foreclo-
sure filings.  One of every 12 homes in the Cape 
Coral-Fort Myers metro area is in some stage of 
foreclosure, according to RealtyTrac, a California-
based firm that lists foreclosed properties nation-
wide.” 
  While there is no doubt, as a result of “high cost 
loans” that we have a high number of foreclosures 
in the Cape, on average almost 12%.  It might be 
nice to know how these numbers bear out without 
being lumped in with the “Fort Myers metro area.”    
    As indicated overall the foreclosure rate as a 
result of “high cost loans”  the city has also pre-
dicted an expectation of foreclosures over an 18 
month period.  Within that time frame the majority 
of the 12%-18% foreclosure rate will occur north 
of P.I. Road.  South of P. I. Road the foreclosure 
prediction is more in line with 8% state averages.    

   In the News-Press Jan. 18, “Exist ing home sales set record” , by Realtor Denny Grimes the following information is provided: 
“…...Lee County©s existing home market just had the best fourth quarter of  record. According to the local Multiple Listing Ser-
vice, more than 3,100 homes went pending in that time period, which exceeded the previous fourth quarter record of 2,400 that 
was set in 2004. Not only did we shatter the old record by almost 30 percent, but 2008©s performance was almost 130 percent bet-
ter than the same time frame last year. To add an exclamation point to the record-setting quarter, the last three months represent 
the best three-month performance our market has seen, ever.”   Unfortunately as the article points out;  “… the median sales price 
for single-family homes that sold during the last three months was $99,900, down 55 percent from the same time period last year. 
The main reason for such a drastic fall in the median sales price is that hundreds of bank-owned homes have been introduced into 
the resale market.  
    Will the return to more affordable homes see a resurgence of retires again looking for paradise in Cape Coral?    

On The L ighter Side, Old Ain©t For Sissies!! Jan. 18, 2009 Top Searched  
Cities for Real Estate on AOL: 
 
1. Pensacola  
2. Phoenix 
3. Miami  
4. San Diego  
5. Myrtle Beach  
6. Naples  
7. Chicago  
8. Orlando   
9. Cape Coral  
10. Atlanta   
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