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Founded in March 1962, CCCA is the Cape’s oldest ci vi c organization  

Candidates ‘Survivors Night’ Forum, Oct.  27 Last month at Civic  
“ Cardio-Vascular Services at CC Hospital”   

   Civic would like to express our sincere thanks and appre-
ciation for their time and interest to; Dr. 
Stephen Brown, LMHS Board Member Dist. 1,  
Mr. Doug Luckett, Chief Administrative Offi-
cer at CC Hospital and Gulf Coast MC, Karen 
Krieger, System Director of Public Affairs and 
Cindy Brown, Manager Interventional Cardiol-
ogy and Cardiac Cath Labs.  We also want to 

pass on a note of thanks to 
Sally Jackson, who helped 
coordinate this effort to pro-
vide Civic and the public with 
detailed information on the 
future of Cardio-Vascular Ser-
vices at CCH.  
  Dr. Brown presented a 
Power Point enti tled; "The 
Future of Cardio-Vascular 
Services at Cape Coral Hospi-
tal."  most of which has been 
included in this issue.     
   As Civic published in past 
issues of Chatline,  EMS no 

longer transports STEMI (S-T Elevation Myocardial I nfarct) 
or Stroke Patients to CC Hospital. Instead they go directly to 
Gulf Coast MC or Health Park.  Civic is also pleased to hear 
that the standard for “D2B”  (Door to Balloon-time) of 90 
minutes or less for PTCA, to open a clogged artery, is now 
being met so far this year.  LMHS reports this year their av-
erage is 84 minutes, a significant improvement over the past. 
   Civic’s goal for Cape Coral Hospital continues to be that of 
providing emergent PTCA services in Cape Coral.  This is 
on the LMHS agenda however, it appears to still be many 
years away.  Hopefully, having Dr. Brown on the hospital  
board will help shorten the time frame as he said that he will  
continue to work toward our goal.       
    We’re disappointed that many members missed this most 
informative meeting.  Those who did attend agreed this was 
an excellent meeting regarding a valuable resource in our 
community,  Cape Coral Hospital.      

   In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as 
the first commemoration of Armistice Day with the following 
words: "To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be 
fi l led with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the 
country’ s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of 
the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportuni ty 
it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in 
the councils of the nations…"    
   On June 1, 1954, under President Eisenhower November 11th 
became Veterans Day, a day to honor American veterans of all wars. 

Remember Veterans Day November 11  

     Civic will once again provide our customary Survivors Night 
forum for candidates who will be on the November 3,  general  
Election ballot.  Civic can only hope that the registered voters in 
this community will get off their butts and come out and vote 
since the Primary Elections held on September 15, produced such 
an abysmal turn out.  Less than 8,000 voters cast their ballots in 
the Primary Election, despite the availability of absentee ballots 
and early voting.  Unfortunately, Cape Coral has seen another all  
time low in our voting habits, which is disgraceful.   
    In the Mayoral race there were 213 more votes cast than were 
cast in the District 6 race.   This may suggest people still may not 
understand that we vote for all candidates in all District races no 
matter in which district we live.  Our elections are “at large.”   

    As advertised, the forum will  
mirror our August forum and for-
mer City Council member Alex 
LePera has agreed to be the mod-
erator. Civic thanks her and appre-

ciates her willingness to do this again on behalf of Civic.  We also 
appreciate the compliments we received including those from 
members of the press, who constantly give Civic high grades as to 
the quality of our forums and the questions being raised.       
   In the Mayoral election incumbent Jim Burch will face John 

Sullivan. Council 
Distr ict-1 we have 
Jim Martin facing 
“Marty” McClain.     
 In Council Dis-
tr ict-4; incumbent 
Dolores Bertolini 
will face Chris 
Chulakes-Leetz. In 
Council Distr ict-

6; John Cataldi  will face Kevin McGrail.      
  Once again we have asked the candidates to provide their favor-
ite baked goods for the social period following the meeting.   

Please remember we vote in all races 
and the elections are non-partisan!  

November 3rd  is Election Day       



President’s message, October  2009    Politics in Paradise 
A look at bureaucrats and elected officials  

    On Oct. 12, Council member Day was placed on adminis-
trative leave (with pay) from his Southwest Florida Criminal  

Justice Academy Director’s position held since 
2002.  No details have been released.   
   In an unrelated issue the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Department’s Economic Crimes Unit is also 
investigating Day for something tied to his real  
estate investments.  We understand Day owns 

eight properties.  According to the news reports the sheriff’s 
investigation could stem from a court battle between Day 
and his estranged brother, Robert Day, over their incapaci-
tated father and a matter of $600,000. in assets.   
    Day is the most senior member on council having been 
elected in Nov. 2000, and can’t seek reelection due to term 
limits. When he ran for reelection his ability to devote 
enough time to council came in question to which Day 
said he was great at “multi-tasking.”    Perhaps he’s not.      

Council Member Day in the news again 
 Dear Members & Friends – ( note: a portion of 
this message is repeated from the September 
Chatline)   

    The Candidate Forum held on August 25 had a wonderful  
turnout and I hope you were able to attend.  It is gratifying 
to know there are so many people interested in hearing the 
candidates and wanting to cast an “educated” ballot in this 
important City election.  I would like to, once again, thank 
Alex LePera for moderating the forum and agreeing to mod-
erate the upcoming “Survivors Night”  forum in October as 
well. 
    The Civic Executive Board has prepared the list of ques-
tions and has approved the format for “Survivors Night.”   
 From the Civic Board of Directors: 
  Your board met on Oct. 18, to discuss the questions for this 

months forum and reaffirm the 
meeting format. It is also our un-
derstanding that Treva will be 
accepting full time employment in 
Maryland or Virginia.  However, 
Civic has not yet received her 
letter of resignation. If Treva re-

signs, as we have been led to believe, we are certain the as-
sociation wishes her every success in her new venture. In the 
absence of the president, per the by-laws, the Vice President, 
Tony Farina assumes the duties of the president.  
 From Tony: On October 27, we are hosting the final forum 
for the next election in Cape Coral. These forums are held so 
the members and the public can learn about the candidates 
who are running, what they stand for, their qualifications, and 
what they expect to accomplish in the next four years if 
elected.  We trust Civic forums provide you with information 
and separate fact from fiction in your vote for the right per-
son.  After all the campaigning and rhetoric, it is up to each 
individual to voice his opinion and vote for the  candi-
dates who you think are most qualified to lead our city out 
of  this economic downturn. The primary turnout was dismal 
as 9% turned out to vote. If it was forgetfulness or voter apa-
thy, it was unacceptable. It is our duty as citizens of Cape 
Coral to voice our individual preferences on who we want to 
run our city, so remember to vote November 3rd.   We also 
want to thank the representatives from LMH Systems for 
their time and concern for citizens of Cape Coral. However, 
we still question the time frame for NW Cape and Pine Island 
that may exceed the time acceptable for “D2B.” Perhaps these 
people need to become more involved and help strengthen 
Civic’s position regarding cardio-vascular services at CCH.  
    We also noted a letter to the editor by Larry Barton where 
he took issue with board member “Ralph LePera (Cape Coral 
Civic Association).” Since Ralph’s opinions were not stated 
as those of Civic, Mr. Barton’s association to Civic is totally 
bogus.            
  We are looking forward to another great forum at Civic with 
lots of interested members and voters.  
Just my thoughts.   Tony 
" The Association is for the betterment of Cape Coral"  

Are non-members trying to run Civic?   
   During the past two weeks some board members have re-
ceived phone calls from non members who have voiced con-
cerns with our moderator as well as trying to alter the Octo-
ber candidates forum.  One such person is Pete Brandt.  
   Since being elected non member Brandt appears to have 

the attitude that he runs all  things.  Brandt made 
phone calls to the President and Vice-President 
trying to remove our moderator and questioned 
the origins of the forum questions. 
   When Brandt ran for council two years ago he 
became a member and then did not renew his 

dues.  His meddling in the current elections and stumping for 
“ his”  candidates has brought a new low to the “silly season”  
in Cape Coral.  His probing was but another attempt by him 
to try to control the electoral process.  While Brandt may 
have one vote council, he has no vote in Civic!  
   The Treasurer and Vice President also received calls from 
another non member, Lynn Rosko, who also expressed some 
criticism of the August forum. In addition there was an e-
mail received from another non member , John Guarneri.   
   If people want a voice in Civic, they need to become mem-
bers first.  Some people sure have a lot of nerve and their 
purpose is to stifle others.  Civic does not endorse candidates.  
Civic forums are designed to be fair, balanced and provide 
accurate and factual information to the public.  

  Former county manager Don Stilwell will not receive unem-
ployment benefits and the state has ordered him 
to pay back $600 he’s already received. Stilwell  
applied for unemployment benefits May 3, two 
days before he officially resigned following a 
sexually explicit e-mail scandal . 
    The state initially ruled he could receive $275 

each week plus $25 in stimulus benefits. Lee County con-
tested the state ruling. The state sided with the county, 
prompting Stilwell to appeal. 

Stillwel Ordered to Repay Benefits  



  Highlights LMHS power point presentation at Civic regarding CC Hospital  
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